
Netsch Lecture



Friends of the Parks Netsch Lecture: 
Visions and Future Directions of the Last Four 

Miles
Lecturer- Paul Boyd and Thom Greene 

Host- Maria Villalobos Hernandez: Professor from IIT



Panelists 

Iyana Simba: City Programs 

Director at the Illinois 

Environmental Council

Kimberly Fair: Policy Assistant 

for the Illinois Environmental 

Council

Joel Brammeier: CEO and 

President of Alliance for the 

Great Lakes



Welcome!
· Plans for the Lecture:

• Welcome 

• Introduce our MC

• Introduce our first speakers

• Lecture 

• History and context 

• Walk through of the plan drawings 

• What is happening today 

• Questions/ Discussion

• Closing



Maria Villalobos 
Hernandez

·Villalobos is an Assistant Professor at IIT, Chicago. She holds a 

Master’s in Design Studies from Harvard Graduate School of 

Design, and a Ph.D. in Landscape Architecture from the École 

Nationale Supérieure de Paysage-Versailles. In 2017, she won 

first prize in the Venezuelan Architecture Biennale, and it was the 

first time a woman received this award. Villalobos serves on the 

Lincoln Yards Advisory Council, the Committee on Design for the 

Department of City Planning in Chicago, and as a core member 

of Dark Matter University. Villalobos is the recipient of the 

Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture 2022 Excellence 

in Design Studio Teaching Award.



History and Context

· History and Context:

a). Why is now the time?

i. Context Daniel Burnham’s Vision 

ii. Erosion, climate change, and storms 



History and Context: Daniel 
Burnham’s Vision







How the Vision was 
Created Community-based planning effort 

Public meetings between 2006-2009



What is means for Chicago 

· Single water-front path to connect the city and 

for people to enjoy 



What it means for Chicago 

· Shoreline protection 



Shoreline Protection

Berger Park



What is means for Chicago: Sand Movement 



What is means for Chicago

• New aquatic and 

wildlife habitat

• Improvements for 

lake ecosystems 

Lake Sturgeon 



What is means for Chicago

· Economic improvement 



What is means for Chicago

· Respond to future through planning 



Key Principles and Concepts 

PUBLIC ACCESS ALONG LAKE 
MICHIGAN FROM EVANSTON 

TO INDIANA 

MORE PARKLAND AND 
BEACHES 

COMMUNITY-BASED 
PLANNING EFFORT 

COMPLETION OF A 
CONTINUOUS LAKEFRONT 

PATH 

GREEN WAy CORRIDORS TO 
THE LAKE 

CREATION OF HABITAT AND 
IMPROVEMENT OF LAKE 

MICHIGAN COASTAL 
ECOSYSTEM 

PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL 
HISTORY 

ATTENTION TO PREVIOUS AND 
CURRENT OPEN-SPACE AND 

GREENWAY PLANNING 
EFFORTS 





Walking Through 
Plans

· South

·  95th to Calumet 

· Calumet to 79th 

· 75-71 St

Option 1 

Option 2 



95th to Calumet 



Calumet to 79th 



75-71 St Option 1



75-71 St Option 2 



South Shore Concept at Calumet Park 



Walking Through 
Plans

· North
· Ardmore to Farwell 

Option 1 

Option 2

· Touhy to Chicago-Evanston 
Border

Option 1 

Option 2 



Ardmore to Farwell 



Option 2: Lane Beach to Berger Park in Edgewater 



Touhy to Chicago-Evanston Border



Chicago-Evanston Border: Option 2 



Estimated Costs

· Completion of the last 

four miles: $350-$450 

million in 2009 

· Millennium Park was 

$475million in 2004



What is Happening Today Updates:
South Shore 

US Steel/South Works 

CDF

Edgewater 

Rogers Park 



Panelists 

Iyana Simba: City Programs 

Director at the Illinois 

Environmental Council

Kimberly Fair: Policy Assistant 

for the Illinois Environmental 

Council

Joel Brammeier: CEO and 

President of Alliance for the 

Great Lakes



Questions and Discussions



Friends of the Parks Summer of 2022 Netsch Lecture Series- 
Re:Design 

● FOTP is excited to announce this summer’s theme of 

Re:Design for our Netsch Lecture series

● The topics  are: 

○ Natural River’s Edge presentation

○ IIT students presenting revisions of the CDF as a park 

○ De-pave 

○ Live Tour of Rock Drawings along the lake 



If you’d like to continue the conversation or talk more 

with our policy team, please contact us! 

· Rachel Birkhahn-Rommelfanger (Director of Policy 

and Advocacy) :

 Email: rachelbr@fotp.org

· Julie Malnak (Policy and Communications 

Associate):

 Email: malnakj@fotp.org

· FOTP Phone number: (312) 857-2757



Announcements

· 20th Anniversary Celebration of the South Shore Nature 

Sanctuary on June 25th from 1-4pm 

· At this time, if anyone else has any announcements, please 

feel free to share 


